The intrinsic duty of the medical profession is to preserve and prolong human life, that is, the life of the ovum from the period of conception to the death of the ovum or individual. Anything antecedent to conception or subsequent to death is outside the purview of the profession. Consequently then, the living ovum and the living individual is all that concerns the profession, and any surgical measures performed to prevent reproduction, as well as any interference with the life of the ovum, is antagonistic to that high ideal of which I have spoken.
The Government and public bodies are spending hundreds of thousands of pounds in this country for the preservation of infant life, whilst they and the whole public press are deploring the ominous and persistent fall in the birth-rate?the main causes of which are due to certain sinister factors over which the profession has no control.
With regard to the question of what is known as birth control?this is entirely outside the scope of my paper. It is not a subject which concerns the medical profession in any way.
It is entirely foreign to one's moral feelings, and I do not intend to discuss it.
Caesarean section, many years ago, was looked upon with fear and trembling, because it was thought that every patient who was operated on would surely die. At that time there was some excuse for sterilising the patient in marked cases of pelvic contraction. However, you will find that the very opposite is the case at the present time. The maternal mortality in Caesarean section is practically nil. You will also find that the infantile mortality is practically nil, and consequently this operation, in the hands of careful men, has now been reduced to one of the greatest safety in the way of delivering a parturient woman. This operation can be done repeatedly on the same subject without any complications, and 35 the oftener it is performed the safer it becomes. The 
